
IPM CRSP Trip Report 

 

Country Visited: Kenya 

 

Dates of Travel: November 2nd to 6th 2010 

 

Traveler’s Name and Affiliation: Jenipher Bisikwa, Weed Scientist, Faculty of Agriculture, 

Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda  

 

Purpose of Trip: To attend the 1st International Workshop on Biological Control and 

Management of Parthenium Weed (Parthenium hysterophorus) and a Partners Planning and 

Training Meeting to review the implementation progress of Parthenium Project. I also presented a 

paper on the Distribution and Management of Parthenium Weed in Uganda.   

 

Site Visited: Nairobi 

 

Description of Activities/Observations:  

The workshop reviewed the progress of the weed Parthenium management efforts in the Eastern 

African region. Different participants presented various papers on their work on Parthenium and 

we went out for a field trip to see weed parthenium sites at Nairobi National Park. During the 

discussions we noted that parthenium weed is indeed a widespread problem in Ethiopia and has 

now spread to other East African countries such as Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania. Thus this 

warrants immediate implementation of management efforts such as integrated cultural and 

biological control measures. Also since parthenium weed has now spread to other countries, this 

situation should be contained immediately through public awareness/sensitization due to the 

prolific nature of the weed. 

 

Suggestions, Recommendations, and/or Follow-up Items:   

The partners recommended that we start Parthenium containment and management programs in 

all affected countries to reduce further spread of this terrible invasive weed.   

 

List of Contacts Made:  

Name Title/Organization 
Contact Info 

(address, phone, email) 

Dr. R. Muniappan Program Director, IPM CRSP, Virginia Tech, USA ipm-dir@vt.edu 

Dr. Andrew 

McConnachie and  

Dr. Lorraine Strathie 

Biological control Researchers, PPRI, South Africa 
mcconnachiea@arc.agric.za 

strathiel@arc.agric.za 

Dr. Wondi Mersie Project Director, Virginia State University, USA wmersie@vsu.edu 

Dr. Steve Adkins 

Dr. Rachel McFadyen 

Weed Scientist, Australia 

Biological Control scientist, Australia 

s.adkins@uq.edu.au 

rachel.mcfadyen.live.com.au 

Dr. Haruna Braimah 
IPM/Biological Pest Management Specialist, Crops 

Research Institute, Ghana 
braimah@cropsresearch.org 

Dr. Geoffrey W. 

Howard 

Co-ordinator, Invasive Species Program, Nairobi, 

Kenya 
geoffrey.howard@iucn.org 

 


